Journal to Stella                 LETTER iv

I am upon, which concerns the clergy of a whole kingdom;
and does he think any body will trouble the queen about
Joe ? We shall, I hope, get a recommendation from the
lord lieutenant to the trustees for the linen business, and I
hope that will do; and so I will write to him in a few days,
and he must have patience. This is an answer to part of
your letter as well as his.3 I lied, it is to-morrow I go to the
country, and I won't answer a bit more of your letter yet
23, Here is such a stir and bustle with this little MD
of ours; I must be writing every night; I can't go to-bed
without a word to them; I can't'put out my candle till
I have bid them good night: O Lord, O Lord! Well, I
dined the first time, to-day, with Will Frankland and his
Fortune: she is not very handsome/* Did I not say I would
go out of town to-day; I hate lying abroad and clutter; I
go to-morrow in Frankland's chariot, and come back at
night. Lady Berkeley has invited me to Berkeley-castle,
and lady Betty Germain5 to Drayton in Northampton-
shire, and I'll go to neither. Let me alone, I must finish
my pamphlet.6 I have sent a long letter to Bickerstaff:7
let the bishop of Clogher smoak8 it if he can. Well, I'll
3 A further reference to the government reward which Beaumont was
impatiently awaiting.
*  William Frankland married twice, first Margaret Ascough, and
secondly Elizabeth Bawdowin (Betham's Baronetage, 1801-4, ii. 186).
s Lady Elizabeth Germain, 1680-1769, the second daughter of
Charles, second Earl of Berkeley. In 1706 she married, as his second wife,
Sir John Germain, a soldier of fortune, reputed to be the son of William II,
Prince of Orange. He died in 1718, and she lived a widow for over fifty
years. Sir John Germain inherited the Drayton property in Northampton-
shire from his first wife, Lady Mary Mordaunt, sister of Lord Peter-
borough, whom he married in 1701. She died in 1705. Lady Betty
Germain was a lifelong friend and correspondent of Swift. See especially
Corresp., vols. iv. and v passim \ also Poems, p. 76; and D.N.B.
6 The allusion is uncertain. It may, but very doubtfully, be a reference
to the Short Character of Wharton (p. 115 n.39).
*  The Tatter, No. 230. See p. 22 n.42
8 To smell, observe, suspect. A word often used by Swift. See Poems,
p. 322 n.
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